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Nov. 4th 2005

Dear friends,

As I write this annual appeal letter, I always take some time to reflect on the year that has passed.  In our community, life is very busy. It is good to take a break sometimes and honour all that we live together in 12 months.

 As many of you know, just over two weeks ago Linda DeWolfe passed away peacefully in one of our homes. For the past years of her life Linda lived with Alzheimer’s disease. In Linda’s situation the disease progressed very rapidly. We were committed to caring for Linda as long as we could safely do so.  Many people supported Linda in her journey, the folks she lived with at Burnside house as well as other long term friends. We all miss her. Just as a death in any family has a ripple effect so to does Linda’s death in our community. I realize that it will take some of us a while to be back to normal. For each of us the mourning process takes a different length of time. 

While we were able to provide the hands on care Linda needed, one reason we were able to do so, was because of the generosity of two very special people who are long time donors to our community. To properly care for Linda we needed a hospital bed. This couple responded to my request and provided the cheque to purchase such a bed for Linda. Many times, especially during the last two weeks I heard people express gratitude for that bed and those kind people, many times I heard people say “thank God we have this bed, Linda is so comfortable”. 
We have been fundraising for a wheelchair van, for the past number of years. This year, again, thanks to a generous donor, we were able to purchase that van. This gentleman and his wife donated a significant amount specifically so that we can purchase the van.  The community members who are wheelchair users are delighted with this vehicle. Christina’s holiday group took the wheelchair van for summer vacation and for the first time Christina could take her motorized chair on vacation. A few weekends ago, we all travelled to Cape Breton for a L’Arche Regional Gathering. Thanks to the wheelchair van, Krystle could come with us also.

Your donations, large and small, make a great difference to us. I know you receive many requests for support, especially at this time of year. I thank you for your support in the past. Our community is blessed with faithful supporters. Your donations enable us to provide additional support which increases the quality of life of our people. 
Thank you for considering this appeal for support. I wish you and your family the blessings of the Christmas season.

Ingrid Blais
Linda Nette

Director                                                        Board President
P.S. Please send us your e mail address and we would be happy to send you future newsletters via e mail.
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